
Legends of Laughter
Program Host                                                                                                       

Matthew C. Ho�man has worked in 
the Circulation department of the 
Park Ridge Public Library for over 
12 years. For four years (1999-2003) 
he was the program director and 
sole projectionist for the LaSalle 
Bank revival house in Chicago. 
Matthew studied �lm at Columbia 
College Chicago under Scott 
Marks, who later entrusted him 
with the position of managing the 
theatre and continuing the tradi-
tion of showing classic �lms every Saturday night. Matthew is a 
graduate student at Columbia and is currently working on his Master’s 
Degree in Creative Writing. He is also a contributor to the old-time 
radio magazine “Nostalgia Digest” and is administrator of the “Legends 
of Laughter” movie group on facebook. For more information on the 
“LOL” series, please visit the o�cial blog: 
http://legendso�aughter.wordpress.com/

All �lms will be preceded by short subjects and a brief 
introduction by program host Matthew C. Ho�man. Despite varied 
running times for the features, expect to stay two hours. Doors open 
at 6:30 pm, so come early! NOTE: The majority of these �lms do not 
come with a dialogue track. Please—as a courtesy to your 
neighbors—do not provide one.

Scan the code for more 
information.
Need a codereader?  
Go to getscanlife.com from your 
mobile browser.
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My grandfather Harold Lloyd 
was one of the great comic 
stars of the cinema, a genius 
on a par with Chaplin and 
Keaton. However, he came 
from a humble background, 
and perhaps this was the key 
to his a�nity with “the 
ordinary man” who does 
extraordinary things.  
Audiences of today can relate 
to this as well as audiences 
did almost a century ago.

In a �lm career that spanned 34 years, Harold made over 200 
comedies, including 11 silent and 5 sound features, 2 compilations, 
and 58 shorts. My grandfather was famous for doing his own very 
dangerous stunts, but few people know that the man behind the 
glasses was also a proli�c producer, director, 3-D photographer, 
businessman, and philanthropist.

Film series like “Legends of Laughter” at the Park Ridge Public 
Library help audiences discover (and re-discover) the magic of 
Harold’s �lms, and it is so very important that we keep the spirit of 
the foundations of cinema alive.  Thank you to everyone who is a 
fan – I know Harold would be SO pleased that his work is still 
making us laugh today. 

Sue Lloyd 

March 10, 2011: THE GOLD RUSH (1925) 96 min. Charlie Chaplin
Shorts: Unknown Chaplin: Part 1 (1983), Easy Street (1917) & “Legends of Laughter” 
promo video

March 17: SAFETY LAST (1923) 73 min. Harold Lloyd                                  
Shorts: Guided Tour with Leonard Maltin & High and Dizzy (1920)

March 24: SHERLOCK, JR. (1924) 45 min. Buster Keaton
Short: The Garage (1920)
&
THE NAVIGATOR (1924) 69 min. Buster Keaton

March 31: THE CIRCUS (1928) 72 min. Charlie Chaplin
Shorts: Unknown Chaplin: Part 2 (1983) & The Immigrant (1917)

April 7: THE FRESHMAN (1925) 76 min. Harold Lloyd
Shorts: Remembering Harold & Keep ‘Em Rollin’! featurettes & 
Get Out and Get Under (1920)

April 10: SPEEDY (1928) 86 min. Harold Lloyd                                     
Short: Never Weaken (1921) with Intermission
Pickwick Theatre, Park Ridge   6:30 p.m.
A 35mm print will be screened with live organ accompaniment 
courtesy of the Silent Film Society of Chicago. 
Admission will be $8.00. 

April 14: STEAMBOAT BILL, JR. (1928) 70 min. Buster Keaton
Shorts: The Making of Sherlock, Jr. featurette & One Week (1920)

April 21: CITY LIGHTS (1931) 86 min. Charlie Chaplin
Shorts: Unknown Chaplin: Part 3 (1983) & The Champion (1915) 

April 28: THE KID BROTHER (1927) 82 min. Harold Lloyd
Shorts: Greenacres & Harold’s Hollywood: Then and Now featurettes & Just Neighbors 
(1919)

May 12: THE CAMERAMAN (1929) 69 min. Buster Keaton
Shorts: Buster at MGM & Buster Keaton: From Silents to Shorts featurettes & Grand 
Slam Opera (1936)

May 19: MODERN TIMES (1936) 87 min. Charlie Chaplin
Short: Charlie: The Life & Art of Charlie Chaplin (2003) (segment)

May 26: MOVIE CRAZY (1932) 84 min. Harold Lloyd
Short: Haunted Spooks (1919)

June 2: THE GENERAL (1927) 74 min. Buster Keaton
Shorts: 1 Parlor, 5 Bedrooms and 6 Baths documentary & Mooching Through Georgia 
(1939)

Letter from Harold Lloyd’s granddaughter
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When I was growing up in the 50s and 60s we were 
very excited to get a television set and occasionally I 
saw my grandfather on Candid Camera or What’s My 
Line? I knew he was a famous star from the silent �lm 
era but I was twelve and didn’t know what silent �lms 
were.  I just knew we went over to Grandpa Buster’s on 
the weekends for a BBQ and swim and I’d be allowed 
to collect the eggs from the chicken house.  I had three 
brothers and we played cards with Grandpa, grabbed 
fresh corn from the neighboring �eld for Eleanor for 
dinner and took turns sliding down the second story 
of the barn on ropes.  When we were older he would 

come over and throw out the �rst pitch at our Little League games and we would 
still be going over to Grandpa’s for Sunday dinner. 

When I was in my early twenties some of the silent �lms were being restored and 
my mother gave a copy of The Blacksmith to me along with a super eight 
millimeter projector.  This was the �rst time I had ever seen a silent �lm and it was 
with my grandpa Buster as a young man.  I watched it over and over again with a 
new appreciation for my heritage.  Within a few years I attended one of the �rst 
Silent Film Festivals in Berkeley Ca which featured Grandpa in Steamboat Bill 
Junior.  I came out of the theatre absolutely stunned that this wonderfully 
talented actor and director was the grandfather I had known for so many years.  
It was a revelation. I am so pleased that Silent Film Festivals are gaining in 
popularity and more people are learning about these timeless classics.  I travel to 
as many events as possible to promote my grandfather’s name and spread the 
word.

Grandpa Buster made people laugh in Vaudeville in the early 1900s with his 
family’s comedy act.  In the 20s and 30s he made people laugh with his movies.  
In the late 40s and 50s he traveled in Europe and the US doing comedy and guest 
star routines and made people laugh.  He had audiences laughing in the 60s with 
television and movies productions.  A year before he died in 1966 he made a 
delightful �lm in Canada which had everyone who saw it laughing.  From the 
1970s until today the priceless treasures of the silent �lm era are being restored 
and shown around the world and still, audiences are laughing.  My grandfather 
had a 67 year career that ended 45 year ago and he is still bringing laughter into 
the lives of people of all ages and nationalities and I cannot think of a more 
wonderful legacy to leave the world.  

Melissa Cox

March 10, 2011: THE GOLD RUSH (1925) 96 min. Charlie Chaplin
Shorts: Unknown Chaplin: Part 1 (1983), Easy Street (1917) & “Legends of Laughter” 
promo video

March 17: SAFETY LAST (1923) 73 min. Harold Lloyd                                  
Shorts: Guided Tour with Leonard Maltin & High and Dizzy (1920)

March 24: SHERLOCK, JR. (1924) 45 min. Buster Keaton
Short: The Garage (1920)
&
THE NAVIGATOR (1924) 69 min. Buster Keaton

March 31: THE CIRCUS (1928) 72 min. Charlie Chaplin
Shorts: Unknown Chaplin: Part 2 (1983) & The Immigrant (1917)

April 7: THE FRESHMAN (1925) 76 min. Harold Lloyd
Shorts: Remembering Harold & Keep ‘Em Rollin’! featurettes & 
Get Out and Get Under (1920)

April 10: SPEEDY (1928) 86 min. Harold Lloyd                                     
Short: Never Weaken (1921) with Intermission
Pickwick Theatre, Park Ridge   6:30 p.m.
A 35mm print will be screened with live organ accompaniment courtesy 
of the Silent Film Society of Chicago. Admission will be $8.00. 

April 14: STEAMBOAT BILL, JR. (1928) 70 min. Buster Keaton
Shorts: The Making of Sherlock, Jr. featurette & One Week (1920)

April 21: CITY LIGHTS (1931) 86 min. Charlie Chaplin
Shorts: Unknown Chaplin: Part 3 (1983) & The Champion (1915) 

April 28: THE KID BROTHER (1927) 82 min. Harold Lloyd
Shorts: Greenacres & Harold’s Hollywood: Then and Now featurettes & Just Neighbors 
(1919)

May 12: THE CAMERAMAN (1929) 69 min. Buster Keaton
Shorts: Buster at MGM & Buster Keaton: From Silents to Shorts 
featurettes & Grand Slam Opera (1936)

May 19: MODERN TIMES (1936) 87 min. Charlie Chaplin
Short: Charlie: The Life & Art of Charlie Chaplin (2003) 
(segment)

May 26: MOVIE CRAZY (1932) 84 min. Harold Lloyd
Short: Haunted Spooks (1919)

June 2: THE GENERAL (1927) 74 min. Buster Keaton
Shorts: 1 Parlor, 5 Bedrooms and 6 Baths documentary & Mooching Through Georgia 
(1939)

Letter from Buster Keaton’s granddaughter
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Charlie Chaplin (1889-1977) is most 
responsible for turning cinema into an 
art form and creating modern comedy. 
Even after the movies learned how to 
speak, Chaplin remained silent. He 
conveyed emotion through the 
universal language of pantomime. Being 
a man of the theatre, his �lms were all 
about performance. As a result, he was 
the most poetic of the silent clowns.

World famous for his “Little Tramp” 
character, which was �rst seen in 1914, 

Chaplin altered the face of American slapstick by making more 
character-based �lms. He advanced screen comedy by combining 
pathos with humor. His themes remain relevant today, especially for 
anyone who has felt knocked down by the world. In the face of defeat, 
his Tramp never lost his dignity nor his spirit.

A great showcase of his talents is The Gold Rush, a comedy epic which 
opens our “Legends of Laughter” series on March 10. Those who have 
never seen a Charlie Chaplin movie are often familiar with the image 
of his starving Tramp eating his shoe, or his dance of the bread rolls. 
Iconic images such as these have secured his place in cinema history.

Our three month celebration of the visual and physical comedy 
tradition spotlights the silent �lm career of Charlie Chaplin. Included 
in our series is the often-overlooked The Circus, as well as his 
masterpiece, City Lights, and Modern Times, in which the Little Tramp 
makes his �nal appearance on-screen. Besides these �lms, we will be 
showing a few of his early two-reelers and the documentary Unknown 
Chaplin, which masterfully explores Chaplin’s creative process.

We invite you to experience the genius of a true movie legend and the 
artistry of his �lms.

Matthew C. Ho�man
Program Host

March 10, 2011: THE GOLD RUSH (1925) 96 min. Charlie Chaplin
Shorts: Unknown Chaplin: Part 1 (1983), Easy Street (1917) & “Legends of Laughter” 
promo video

March 17: SAFETY LAST (1923) 73 min. Harold Lloyd                                  
Shorts: Guided Tour with Leonard Maltin & High and Dizzy (1920)

March 24: SHERLOCK, JR. (1924) 45 min. Buster Keaton
Short: The Garage (1920)
&
THE NAVIGATOR (1924) 69 min. Buster Keaton

March 31: THE CIRCUS (1928) 72 min. Charlie Chaplin
Shorts: Unknown Chaplin: Part 2 (1983) & The Immigrant (1917)

April 7: THE FRESHMAN (1925) 76 min. Harold Lloyd
Shorts: Remembering Harold & Keep ‘Em Rollin’! featurettes & 
Get Out and Get Under (1920)

April 10: SPEEDY (1928) 86 min. Harold Lloyd                                     
Short: Never Weaken (1921) with Intermission
Pickwick Theatre, Park Ridge   6:30 p.m.
A 35mm print will be screened with live organ accompaniment courtesy 
of the Silent Film Society of Chicago. Admission will be $8.00. 

April 14: STEAMBOAT BILL, JR. (1928) 70 min. Buster Keaton
Shorts: The Making of Sherlock, Jr. featurette & One Week (1920)

April 21: CITY LIGHTS (1931) 86 min. Charlie Chaplin
Shorts: Unknown Chaplin: Part 3 (1983) & The Champion (1915) 

April 28: THE KID BROTHER (1927) 82 min. Harold Lloyd
Shorts: Greenacres & Harold’s Hollywood: Then and Now 
featurettes & Just Neighbors (1919)

May 12: THE CAMERAMAN (1929) 69 min. Buster Keaton
Shorts: Buster at MGM & Buster Keaton: From Silents to Shorts 
featurettes & Grand Slam Opera (1936)

May 19: MODERN TIMES (1936) 87 min. Charlie Chaplin
Short: Charlie: The Life & Art of Charlie Chaplin (2003) (segment)

May 26: MOVIE CRAZY (1932) 84 min. Harold Lloyd
Short: Haunted Spooks (1919)

June 2: THE GENERAL (1927) 74 min. Buster Keaton
Shorts: 1 Parlor, 5 Bedrooms and 6 Baths documentary & Mooching Through Georgia 
(1939)


	LOL poster 8.5x11.pdf
	Harold Loyd Brochure-front
	Harold Loyd Brochure-inside
	BK Brochure-front
	BK Brochure-inside
	CC Brochure-front
	CC Brochure-inside

